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never met her uncle, the other was a mother who lost her son. Their passion
inspired others to become involved. Both honored their loved ones by stepping
up, advocating and fundraising for people living with HIV/AIDS.

CONNECTION

THE

CONNECTION
The Newsletter of the Southern Arizona AIDS Founda tion

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 326
TUCSON, ARIZONA

375 S. Euclid Ave.
Tucson, Arizona
85719

October, November, December

Volume 1, Issue 6

Fall 2013
Tu c s o n , A r i z o n a

I have heard it said that in Tucson, there are only one or two degrees of
separation between each of us. HIV/AIDS affects everyone. The AIDS epidemic
has been around for more than 30 years. In all likelihood, one or two degrees
of separation exist between you and someone living with HIV/AIDS or someone
who lost someone they loved to HIV/AIDS. Because of the stigma still
surrounding HIV/AIDS, you may not even know it.

This inspiring quote comes from one of SAAF’s youngest fundraisers.

“I believe the hardest climbs lead to the highest
places – so I always take on challenges.”
~Anna Jean White
Since age 4, Anna Jean has participated in AIDSWALK. Along with her mother,
Anna Jean helped to open the AIDS quilts each year in memory of her uncle
Louis who had died of AIDS before she was born. The love his family felt for
him and their heartbreak at his loss must have been communicated to her.
The family’s loss inspired her to take action. Recently, Anna Jean was one of
12 girls selected to be recognized in Discovery Girls magazine for her efforts
to make the world a better place. Anna Jean mentioned how SAAF invited her
to make a speech to kick off AIDSWALK in 2011. In her speech, Anna Jean
shared why she walked. And why she raised funds. She told everyone how
she felt a special connection to her uncle Louis who was a dancer. Anna Jean
enjoys dancing too. She spoke eloquently, advocating for SAAF and for people
living with HIV/AIDS.
Anna Jean is 10 years old now and has participated in AIDSWALK, walking in
memory of her uncle since 2004. She’s raised a total of $5,839.
Recently, SAAF lost a close friend, Dr. Jean Baker, a Tucson psychologist,
who died on August 11, 2013. Dr. Baker worked on child abuse and neglect
issues in Arizona for many years. She participated in AIDSWALK every year
since 1992, carrying a banner in memory of her son Gary Thomas Baker
who died from AIDS in 1989. Dr. Baker had also put her loss into action. She
championed awareness on gay youth issues, became intensely engaged in
gay rights and education advocacy. She gave her time, becoming a board
member with Tucson AIDS Project (one of SAAF’s predecessor agencies) and
Wingspan. She also published a book “Family Secrets: A Mother's Story”
sharing her first person account of the loss of her son. And she made
contributions to Tucson AIDS Project and SAAF. In addition to walking and
fundraising for AIDSWALK, Dr. Baker also made gifts sponsoring the Jerôme
Beillard Festival for Life, which benefits people served by SAAF.
So how did Anna Jean raise more than $5,800? She asked. She took on the
challenge and asked people to sponsor her walk in memory of her uncle Louis.
How did Anna Jean and Dr. Baker help fight the stigma around HIV and AIDS?
They took action, stood up in front of people and told the stories of love about
the people they lost. They shared their stories in print. One is a child who

This is 25th anniversary of AIDSWALK which began as the community’s
response to the devastation of HIV/AIDS. It is the time when the community
rallies in force to remember, support and prevent. AIDSWALK has again joined
with Tucson Meet Yourself downtown, so you have the opportunity to enjoy
some great food, arts and local culture and help our community respond to
HIV/AIDS. The AIDS Quilt ceremony takes place right after the walk and will
remain on display throughout the day. Each quilt is an inspiring hand-made
act of love. Viewing them will give you a deeply personal perspective on the
lives of people lost to HIV/AIDS and the people who cared about them.
If you have already registered for AIDSWALK Tucson as an individual or a
team, if you have signed up your pet to walk with you and you are raising
funds, thank you! If you haven’t signed up yet, it’s not too late! Our goal is to
raise $161,500 which will enable SAAF to provide services such as housing,
home-delivered meals, and medication assistance to more 1,200 people
living with and affected by HIV/AIDS this year.
This also happens to be the 25th anniversary for the Festival for Life. This event
is named in memory of Jerôme Beillard who died from complications of AIDS
in 1995. His leadership with PACT for Life served as inspiration to others living
with HIV/AIDS to become empowered to advocate for themselves. For years,
Tucson’s art community has donated paintings, sculptures, prints, pottery and
more honoring their connection to Jerôme, PACT or someone living with or
lost to HIV/AIDS and helping to raise funds for the people SAAF serves.
Follow Anna Jean’s and Dr. Baker’s lead, take up the challenge. SAAF’s
fundraising events offer the opportunity to give back to our community in fun
and meaningful ways. See for yourself. Join us at AIDSWALK, bring your pet
and ask your friends to sponsor your walk. And come bid on some fabulous
art, jewelry, trips and more at this year’s Festival for Life. I promise you’ll get
so much more in return. Won’t you take on the challenge and help in the fight
against HIV/AIDS?
With warmest regards,

Wendell Hicks
Executive Director
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Your gift today to

In This Issue:

SAAF’s
Food Program
will help someone tomorrow!

YOUR GIFT
IN ACTION

2013-2014 SAAF
Fundraising Events

Below are just a few of the ways in which
SAAF utilizes funds to support people
in Southern Arizona.

AIDSWALK Tucson
Sunday October 13, 2013
Downtown Tucson
www.aidswalktucson.com
The 25th Annual
Jerôme Beillard Festival for Life
Saturday November 16, 2013
Tucson Chinese Cultural Center
www.festivalforlife.org

$5
Can help to cover 1 Food for Life meal
delivered to a homebound client.
Last year, SAAF delivered more than
15,000 meals in Southern Arizona.

Bowling for Tommy
Saturday January 25, 2014
Bedroxx- 4385 West Ina Road

$10
Can help to cover the cost of 1 HIV test kit
with supplies. If the test has a positive result,
this cost goes up to $200. This does not cover
the administrative costs to conduct the test.

o

Can help to support a family that receives
a monthly supplemental food bag which
includes 2 lbs. of meat, 1/4 lb. butter,
1 lb. cheese, and 1 loaf of bread.
Last year more than 1,500 supplemental
food bags were given out.

Jell-O Wrestling
Saturday May 3, 2014
The Slaughterhouse
www.jello-wrestling.org
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Years of Making a Difference

Festival for Life is
November 16
By Ethan Smith Cox, Director of Development

AIDSWALK Honorary Chair Page 4
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cus-Orlen
“Home” by Gail Mar

-

Möda Provocateur
Sunday March 2, 2014
Tucson Convention Center
Grand Ballroom
www.saafmoda.org

$15

Festival for Life is
November 16

Our Mission
The mission of the
Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation
is to create and sustain
a healthier community through
a compassionate,
comprehensive response
to HIV/AIDS.

“Til The End Of Time”

by Lynn Taber

Title Sponsor

The 25th Annual Jérome Beillard Festival
for Life, occurring on Saturday November
16 at the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center,
is just around the corner and we hope you
can join us for THE live and silent auction
event of the season.
This year’s event will feature works from prominent
artists including: David Adix, Sarafina Luz, Lynn Taber,
Gail Marcus-Orlen, as well as many more. There will
also be jewelry, holiday trees, gift baskets, and oncein-a-lifetime experiences including excursions to
Tahiti, San Diego, and more, up for bids in our live
and silent auctions.

Mark your calendars now and join us for a wonderful
evening on November 16. For more information,
to purchase tickets, and to preview some of the
offerings visit www.festivalforlife.org.

Travis Wright
Memorial Buyers’ Club
Purchase vitamins and supplements
for HIV/AIDS care and general health
at the lowest possible cost.
Located at The Medicine Shoppe
305 S. Euclid Ave, next to SAAF
Monday-Friday
9:00 am to 6:00 pm

SAAF Teaming Up with Tucson
Jazz Society for Special Performance
by Pianist Fred Hersch

AIDSWALK
Honorary Chair is
Stuart Milk

AIDSWALK Tucson
is Sunday October 13

By Ethan Smith Cox, Director of Development

SAAF is very excited to announce that this
year’s AIDSWALK Honorary Chair will be
Stuart Milk, nephew of Harvey Milk. SAAF has
teamed up with Tucson Pride, Wingspan, the UA
Center for LGBT Student Affairs, and the Tucson
Jewish Community Center to bring Mr. Milk to
town for a weekend of events and appearances.

We hope you can join us on Sunday October 13 for another amazing year
of AIDSWALK.

Stuart Milk is an international human rights
activist, LGBT rights speaker, government relations
consultant, and youth advocate. He is the co-founder
and Board President of the all-volunteer Harvey
Milk Foundation. As the nephew of
Harvey Milk, the iconic civil rights
leader, Stuart has taken his uncle’s
message of authenticity, example
of courage, and the power of
collaboration onto the global stage
supporting local, regional, and
national human rights struggles
and emerging LGBT communities
on five continents.

To learn more about this year’s event, to register
to Walk, or to sponsor one of this year’s many
Walkers, visit www.aidswalktucson.com.

SAAF is very excited to collaborate with the Tucson Jazz Society to bring legendary pianist &
composer Fred Hersch to town! Hersch has been called “one of the small handful of brilliant
musicians of his generation” by Downbeat magazine and has earned a place among the foremost
jazz artists in the world today.
Hersch's numerous accomplishments include a 2003 Guggenheim Memorial
Fellowship for composition, two Grammy® nominations for Best Jazz
Instrumental Performance and a Grammy® nomination for Best Instrumental
Composition. He has appeared on over one hundred recordings, including
more than two-dozen albums as bandleader/solo pianist.
Hersch has acted as a passionate spokesman and fund-raiser for AIDS
services and education agencies since 1993. He has produced and
performed on four benefit recordings and at numerous concerts for the
charities Classical Action: Performing Arts Against AIDS and Broadway
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS that have raised over $250,000 to date.

Hersch will perform one-night only at the Temple of
Music & Art on Wednesday November 13, 2013.
For more information and to purchase tickets, visit
www.tucsonjazz.org. Proceeds from the concert will be
split equally between SAAF & the Tucson Jazz Society.

Get involved with SAAF. Join us for
an upcoming volunteer orientation,
the first step for anyone wanting to
volunteer at SAAF.*
Orientations take place from
5:30-8:30pm at the SAAF office building
located at 375 South Euclid Avenue.
Tuesday October 23, 2013
Tuesday November 19, 2013
Tuesday December 17, 2013
(No orientation is necessary for those volunteering
for fundraising events and Walk-in Wednesdays.)

To sign up for Volunteer Orientation,
contact RJ Wilkinson, SAAF volunteer
coordinator, at (520) 628-SAAF (7223)
or rjwilkinson@saaf.org

By Ethan Smith Cox, Director of Development

The event will kick off at Jácome Plaza in front of the Main Library and the Walk & Run route will
take you through the heart of the city! This year’s event is once again in collaboration with Tucson
Meet Yourself and we hope you will join us for AIDSWALK, starting at 7:00am, and stay for the final
day of the Tucson Meet Yourself festival.

We’ll see you there!

Stories from the Quilt
By Ethan Smith Cox, Director of Development

“For singers, we are being pretty unvocal about AIDS.”

By Anna Griessel, Support Services Manager
It may be only October, but believe it or not the
Holidays are just around the corner. One SAAF
program that I look forward to each year is
The Holiday Project. SAAF and the Tucson
Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN) collaborate
on The Holiday Project.
Most of the people SAAF and TIHAN serves
live on fixed and/or low incomes and cannot
afford rent or groceries let alone holiday gifts.
For some, the holidays can be a lonely time.
Your participation with The Holiday Project
brightens the holidays for those who would
otherwise go without.

You can help make this year’s Holiday Project
just as successful as last year’s. How? SAAF is
accepting donations of unwrapped gifts for
babies, children, tweens, teens, adults and
grandparents. We then take these gifts to stock
our “holiday store” which is open during the
Family Day celebration. Adults can choose gifts
for their children. The kids really enjoy picking
gifts for their parents, and/or caregivers.
Giftwrapping is also provided.

Foundation

SAVE
THE DATE!

Home-bound individuals need gifts too.
They welcome items such as mugs, slippers,
socks, or soft blankets. Volunteers wrap and
deliver the presents bringing holiday cheer.

Baritone William Parker’s call to action in the late 1980s prompted 18 American
composers to write songs in memory of the many members of the artistic
community who were lost to AIDS. Since Parker’s 1993 death following the
premiere of the Songbook, the face of the disease has changed, as has
the prognosis, and more songs have been added to the collection. Like the
squares of a quilt, the songs run the gamut of emotions and styles.

In November, a holiday tree is set up in SAAF’s
lobby. The ornaments have the age and gender
of a person that needs a gift. Too busy to shop?
Can’t decide what to buy? Cash contributions
are always appreciated. Make the check out to
SAAF and be sure to write Holiday Project on
the memo line.

SAAF has teamed up with the Confluence Center at the University of
Arizona to bring this special performance to Tucson on Saturday
December 14 at the UA Bookstore. The performance will begin at
11:00am & honors World AIDS Day. In addition to talented vocalists
joining Dr. Paula Fan on the piano, 3 people living with HIV/AIDSBarbara Locke, Scott McManus, & Curt Beall- will tell their stories
of survival.

Gift Suggestions for the SAAF/TIHAN
Family Day celebration
CHILDREN 6 MONTHS TO 11 YEARS
• Skateboards
• Scooters
• Action Figures
• Dolls
• Games
• Radio Controlled Vehicles
• Jewelry
• Building blocks
• Sports equipment/balls
• Books
• Board/Card Games
• Stuffed Animals
• Backpacks/School Supplies
• Pop Up Forts
• Science Experiment Kits
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2013-2014 SAAF
Board of Directors
GOVERNING BOARD
Conrad Moseley
President
Miguel A. Cruz
1st Vice President
Juliet Yardy
2nd Vice President
Kathy Wells
Secretary/Treasurer
John Braswell
Mary Dorais
Steve Gottlieb
Melissa Hess
Emily Keidel
Trish Kordas
Steven Laguna
Cliff Martin
Kevin McCoy

Pam Meichel
Mimi Petro
Tenacity Remington
Cheryl L. Smith
Arlette Stevens
Wendell Hicks
ex-officio

HONORARY BOARD

TEENAGERS 12 TO 17 YEARS
• Gift Cards ($25 increments- especially
Target, Best Buy, and Bookman’s)
• Clothing, Jackets
• Books
• Sports equipment/balls
• Diaries/Journals
• Board/Card Games

danny Blake
Kevin Carmichael
Kimberly Clements
Jim Click
Thomas Donohue
Sally Drachman
Bob Elliot
Roy Flores
Chuck George
Jim Kolbe
Peter Likins
Czarina Lopez

ADULTS 18 YEARS AND UP
• Gift Cards ( $25 increments)
• Books/DVDs
• Small Appliances
• Movie/Zoo/Attraction/etc. tickets

POSTHUMOUS HONORARY BOARD

Gift items & cash donations will be
collected between now and Monday,
December 2, 2013. Interested in
giving to the Holiday Project?
Then please contact Neil McDonald
at (520) 628-7223 x6147 or by
email at nmcdonald@saaf.org.
SAAF can help with picking up gifts
and donations.

Anne Maley-Schaffner
George Miller
Rose Mofford
Ned Norris, Jr.
Lute Olson
Pat Pettis
Steve Quinlan
Robert N. Shelton
Don Shropshire
Esther Tang
Robert E. Walkup
Andrew Weil

Tommy Gin
Cele Peterson

The SAAF Connection is published quarterly.
You are receiving this communication because
of your relationship with the Southern Arizona AIDS
Foundation (SAAF). SAAF does not rent, share,
sell, or lease its mailing list to any outside entities.
If you would like to be removed from this mailing
list or make changes to your address, please
contact SAAF at (520) 628-SAAF (7223) or
by email at donations@saaf.org.
To comment on the content of
The SAAF Connection, email donations@saaf.org
Layout and Design: WhiteSpace Design, LLC

Do you belong to a group that would
like support the Holiday Project this
year? Or just need more information?
Please contact me to learn more
about the Holiday Project. I’m also
happy to help with suggestions for
gifts that would be just right.
Thank you for caring!

This is a free event. For more information, visit the Concluence Center
website at www.confluencecenter.arizona.edu.
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You Make the Holidays Bright

Last year, donations to The Holiday Project
from people like you provided holiday cheer
with gifts and food distributed to over 50 families,
including more than 100 children. These donations
also touched people who live alone and are
isolated. Visitors brought beautifully wrapped
presents that were truly appreciated.

We are very honored to have Mr. Milk at AIDSWALK and
he will be a featured speaker during the Walker Opening
Ceremonies beginning at 8:00am.

er Fred Hersch
Pianist and compos

Volunteer Training

Stuart Milk, Harvey
Milk
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